Economics lesson

Behind Michael Gove's rant against "ideologues . . . who put doctrine ahead of pupils' interests" by opposing his academies programme lies the agenda that has driven every education secretary for the past 30 years: wresting schools away from local authorities and putting them in the hands of private companies under Whitehall supervision.

The Tories present their policies to create state-financed academies and free schools as the "big society" in action. They are nothing of the sort. The most forensic analysis comes, improbably, from Toby Young, founder of the most prominent free school, West London. In his ebook How to Set Up a Free School, Young argues that few if any more schools like his, wholly controlled and operated by parents, will be established.

Gove, he explains, now requires so much detail before his department provides the support necessary to start a school that "the playing field is now tilted" in favour of the numerous private companies trying to muscle in on state education. "A policy designed to shift the balance of power away from the state and towards volunteer groups has been hijacked," Young concludes.

Gove still refuses to allow companies to make profits from controlling schools. However, the companies that are rushing into the market clearly think that he will eventually change the law - and that is the inescapable logic of his policies.
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